I object to S/25/1177 and S/25/1182 due to:
Loss of a Unique and Valued Community Sports Facility
The Swindon Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Strategy 2025 recommends protecting Abbey Stadium for potential future Speedway or outdoor sports use, 
 The stadium is not “surplus to requirements” as defined by the NPPF and Local Plan Policy CM4; there is no equivalent or better provision for Speedway or motorsports in Swindon or the Borough.
Failure to Meet National and Local Policy Tests for Loss of Sports Facilities
The application does not provide a replacement Speedway facility in Swindon and the proposed alternative at Studley Grange is outside the Borough and not yet delivered.
Overwhelming Community Opposition
 The applicant’s consultation (Statement of Community Involvement, pp. 25–41) shows 73% of local respondents oppose the principle of development; the most cited reason is the loss of leisure/sport/community facilities, especially Speedway.
Inadequate Consideration of Community and Sporting Needs 
The alternative sports provision (cricket nets, padel courts) does not address the unique requirements or cultural value of Speedway/motorsports.
It does not demonstrate that the loss of Speedway is justified by community need or that the site is no longer required for its established use.
 Premature Loss of a Strategic Asset 
The stadium could be brought back into use for Speedway, other motorsports or leisure. 
The Abbey Stadium must retain the leisure/sports designation and resist loss to housing until a robust, locally accessible replacement for Speedway is operational.
Policy and Precedent 
The Coventry Stadium Appeal Decision (2024) and NPPF guidance reinforce that loss of motorsport venues should not be permitted without clear evidence of surplus, robust replacement, or overwhelming community support. Planning decisions should reflect this by explicitly protecting Abbey Stadium for motorsports and community leisure until such tests are met.
Failure to Demonstrate Surplus or Adequate Replacement 
No independent assessment has shown Abbey Stadium to be surplus to current / future requirements for motorsports or community leisure use.
The alternative sports provision does not address the unique requirements or cultural value of Speedway/motorsports. 
 Prematurity and Irreversibility 
The loss of Abbey Stadium to non-leisure uses will be premature and irreversible, especially in the absence of a robust, locally accessible replacement.
The stadium’s cultural, historic, and social value as the home of Swindon Robins and its role in Swindon’s sporting heritage must be given significant weight in planning decisions.
Conclusion
The applications should be refused unless and until a suitable, operational local replacement for Speedway is secured. This is consistent with national policy, local evidence, the Coventry Stadium Appeal Decision and the clear wishes of the community.
